
 

 

 

 

 

 

REPORT TO: BOSTON TOWN AREA COMMITTEE  

DATE: 16TH DECEMBER 2020 

SUBJECT: 

 

REPORT AUTHOR: 

BTAC ASSETS – PUBLIC OPEN SPACES 

 

OPERATIONS MANAGER 

EXEMPT REPORT: No 

 

 

SUMMARY: 
 
This report provides members with an update on the improvements carried out to 
public open spaces during 2020/21 and identifies further improvements for 
consideration in 2021/22. 
 
 

 

RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
That the Committee: 
 

i) Note the update 
ii) Approve £14,947 funding for open spaces security fencing improvements, 

£16,000 for new outdoor gym equipment for Central Park, £3,000 savings 
re-allocation to create a Community Orchard. 

iii) Refer the future ‘wish list’ improvements to the BTAC Working Group for 
Open Spaces to cost up options and present a future report to BTAC.  

 
 

 

REASONS FOR RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
To provide information to Members in order that informed decisions are made in 
respect to providing and developing the open spaces and play facilities the 
Committee is responsible for. 
 
 

 

ALTERNATIVES CONSIDERED 
 
None 

 

 

B   O   S   T   O   N 
  B O R O U G H  C O U N C I L  

 

 

 



 

REPORT:  

 
1.0  INTRODUCTION: 
 
1.1 Members attended a tour of BTAC open spaces and play facilities on 21 

August 2019. Due to the coronavirus pandemic, no tour was undertaken this 
year, however, the improvements previously identified have continued to be 
delivered. 

 
1.2 Following the illegal encampment at Woodville Road in August 2020, at the 

meeting of 24 September 2020, Members requested details of how other 
vulnerable public open spaces could be protected from any future illegal 
encampment. This report identifies those open spaces at potential risk and 
provides a costed solution to improve security. 
 

1.3 This report also provides information in respect to the ‘wish list’ for the 
remainder of 2020/21 and to plan for the coming year 2021/22. 

 
 
2.0 Central Park and Woodville Road Developments 
 
2.1 At the meeting of 02 October 2019, Members decided to prioritise current 

funding on Central Park, a site that will provide maximum benefit to the local 
community.  

 
2.2 The two former bowls pavilions were removed on 6th January 2020 to make 

space for a new Multi Use Games Area (MUGA) and Skate Park.  
 
2.3 The MUGA and table tennis area provided by Safe and Sound was installed 

on 30 March 2020. The cost of this scheme was £51,000, made up of £37,000 
funding from BTAC and £14,000 from the Controlling Migration Fund. 

 
2.4 The new Skate Park provided by Maverick Industries was completed on 3rd 

September 2020 at a cost of £225,664, funded from the Controlling Migration 
Fund.  

 
2.5 The new Community Garden was completed on 3rd November 2020. 

Transported Arts, supported by local designers, designed the new space, 
which has incorporated the Friskney Buoy. This project attracted volunteers 
from the local community, nurseries and day care centres, The Princes Trust 
and Boston in Bloom. This new space cost £20,400 and was funded as 
follows: Controlling Migration Fund £7,352; Ministry of Housing, Communities 
and Local Government £10,750; £1,048 from Boston Big Local and Royal 
Voluntary Community Service and £1,250 from existing budgets. A further 
£6,153 of funding is allocated to improving the bench seating areas, litterbins 
and other materials to support the space. 

 
2.6 Woodville Road play area was improved by the installation of the Pirate Ship 

which opened in October 2019. This scheme cost £33,000 with being funding 
being provided by BTAC of £14,000 and £19,000 from Boston Big Local.  



 

3.0 Security 
 
3.1 Following the illegal encampment at Woodville Road in August 2020, at its 24 

September 2020 meeting, BTAC provided £19,470 to fund the protection of 
Woodville Road recreation ground with a galvanised steel fence, similar to that 
already in place around the play area at the site.  This work was subsequently 
completed and Members also considered it essential to protect BTAC’s other 
open spaces, some of which are easily accessible.  An assessment has since 
been carried out on all BTAC open spaces to identify those spaces which 
have a vulnerability to illegal encampments. Spaces identifying vulnerabilities 
are Garfits Lane, Burgess Pit, Sheltons Field and Broadfield Lane. Appendix A 
shows these locations. 

 
3.2 Table identifying security improvements 
 

Site Description of works Cost (£) excl. 
VAT 

Garfits Lane 42m pedestrian guard rail fence two sides 
of car park from gate to dyke and removal 
of grass mound. 

2,826 

Burgess Pit Remove concrete post and fit double gates    910 

Sheltons Field Remove tree stumps, fit 8m guard rail 
fencing, further 4m of guard rail with set of 
4m vehicle access gate. Fit 8m guard rail 
with a set of 4m vehicle access gates. 

3,255 

Broadfield 
Lane 

108m pedestrian guard rail fence to 
roadside, fit 1 x 4m vehicle access gate. 
Raise bank by 500mm, fit 2 panels 
staggered. 1 

7,506 

 TOTAL COST 14,497 

 
 
4.0 2021/22 Financial Year ‘Wish List’ 
 
4.1 Community consultation in 2020 has been limited due to COVID-19 

restrictions, nevertheless, consultation was carried out where it was safe to do 
so and this has provided valuable information to help make informed decisions 
on future development opportunities within open spaces.  

 
4.2 Details of the Open Space Consultation 2020 is set out at Appendix B, the 

table below summarises the community wish list consultation; 
 
4.3 Table identifying community wish list projects 
 
 

Site Improvements identified by the community 

St Johns Zip Wire 
High climbing frame for older children 

Central Park New outdoor gym equipment - £16,000 for delivery in 
20/21 



 

Water splash zone 
Bandstand 
Climbing wall 
Replace older equipment with new 
Lighting on timers 

Garfits Lane Springers – vehicle / animal sit in 
Teen shelter 
Goal posts left up all the time 

Sheltons Field Trim trail 

Broadfield 
Lane 

Play equipment for older children 
Teen shelter 
Zip wire 
Spider net 
Swings 
High slide 
Goal posts 

Woodville 
Road 

Zip wire 
Spider climbing net 
Monkey sticks 
Public realm CCTV camera - £4,935 

Burgess Pit Zip wire 
High slide 

  
4.4 At its 20 January meeting, the Council referenced a need to consider 

environmental impacts of its actions.  BTAC has supported this practice in 
recent years through planting projects across its open spaces and support for 
groups such as Boston in Bloom.  Further community orchards across the 
BTAC open spaces would continue to support the town in its endeavours to 
capture and reduce its carbon footprint. It is proposed to use £3,000 saving 
from the Woodville Road security fencing project, to enable an external grant 
application to Trees for Cities for match funding, to enable the establishment 
of new community orchards.  

 
4.5 For the 21/22 wish list, proposed improvements will be considered at the 

BTAC Open Spaces Working Group, with a further report to BTAC in 2021/22 
presenting costed options enabling members to make informed decisions. 

 
4.6 Any future improvements agreed by BTAC will of course be subject to contract 

procurement rules. Once any approvals are granted and procurement 
complete, works will be issued to a relevant service provider so they can be 
delivered as soon as practicable. 

 
4.7 Total BTAC funds available for unallocated projects at 31 October 2020 is 

£50,054. 
 
5.0 Conclusion 
 
5.1 Members were pleased with the progress of improvements already carried out 

on BTAC open spaces and felt these had made a significant contribution to 
improving the quality of those spaces provided in the town and that the plans 



 

discussed for further development will encourage greater more positive use of 
public open spaces. 

 
5.2 It is recommended that a future report will be submitted to BTAC by the 

working group that provides cost details in relation to those improvements 
identified for 2021/22.  

 
5.3 It is noted 2020/21 has been a hugely successful year in developing public 

open spaces in Boston, despite the challenges the coronavirus pandemic has 
brought. The £37,000 funding provided by BTAC in 2020/21 has generated 
£289,400 in external funding, enabling significant investment and 
improvement in public spaces by providing new high quality facilities for the 
local community to use. 

 
 
 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
 
There is a request for £33,947 funding from BTAC to fulfil recommendations outlined 
in this report. Further financial implications are outlined in various sections detailing 
costs and use of external funding.  
 

 
 

LEGAL & EQUALITY IMPLICATIONS 
 
The Council is required to meet requirements of the EU Procurement Directive and its 
own Contract Procurement and Procedure Rules - Part 4 (H) of the Constitution. 
 
Local Council Powers and Duties to provide public space include; Open Spaces Act 
1906; Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976; Public Health Act 
1906; Local Government Act 1972  
 
The Council is required to comply with the Public Sector Equality Duty. A full equality 
impact analysis will be undertaken at the appropriate time to ensure new equipment 
will consider the needs of all individuals. 
 

 
 

CLIMATE CHANGE IMPLICATIONS 
 
The report recommends establishing a community orchard to help capture and reduce 
the carbon impact of the improvement works. 
 

 
  



 

 

EQUALITY AND SAFEGUARDING IMPLICATIONS 
 
An Equality Impact Assessment will be carried out on any new equipment to ensure 
impacts on people are identified and any positive or negative impacts are justified. 
The provision of quality outdoor spaces, equipment and facilities can have a positive 
impact on the mental health of people and on the general fitness and wellbeing of 
individuals.  
 

 
 

ANY OTHER IMPLICATIONS 
 
None 
 

 
CONSULTATION 
 
Consultation on this proposal has taken place with Chairman, Assistant Director - 
Operations; S151 Officer; Assistant Director – Assets; Accountant. 
 
 
 

APPENDICES 
 
Appendices are listed below and attached to the back of the report: - 
 

APPENDIX A Photos and plan showing security improvements 

APPENDIX B Open spaces consultation 2020 

APPENDIX C BTAC Play areas of open spaces detailed report 
 

 

 

BACKGROUND PAPERS 
 
No background papers as defined in Section 100D of the Local Government Act 1972 
were used in the production of this report. 
 
 

 
 

CHRONOLOGICAL HISTORY OF THIS REPORT 
 

 
None 
 

 
  



 

FINANCE PROFORMA 

 
BOSTON BOROUGH COUNCIL 
PROFORMA FOR EXECUTIVE APPROVAL OF THE RELEASE OF RESOURCES 
(CAPITAL AND REVENUE BUDGETS) 
 
FROM:  Rachel Chatterton  
 

THIS PROFORMA PROVIDES THE FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
IN RESPECT OF THE ATTACHED 

     

REPORT:  Boston Town Area Committee 

REPORT DATE: 16th December 2020 

 
OPTION 1 £ Year 1 £ Year 2 £ Year 3 £ Year 4 £ Year 5 
 2020/21 2021/22 2022/23 2023/24 2024/25 
Revenue      
      
Play area 
Improvements 

16,000 
 

 

    

Community Orchard 
 
 

  3,000     

      

Total Revenue 
Cost 

19,000     

 
Funding required:   Considered by:  

BTAC  
Date: 16th 
Dec 2020 

Total capital cost 
 

£16,000    

Revenue cost 
 

£3,000  Enter Council or 
Cabinet here 

 

 
Financial Services Comments 
The Committee has £16,000 remaining from the initial allocation for the 20.21 play area 
improvements wish list.  
 
They also have forecasted funds of £50,054 available in their unallocated reserve balance as 
at 31st October 2020. 
 
Risk 
 
None – the committee has sufficient funding available.  
 
Procurement 
 
Value for Money Efficiency 

 
This FP is valid for 3 months 

from FP date 
If this FP is no longer required please 

advise Finance 
If there are changes to the original report 
it may invalidate this document, it must 

be reviewed by Finance. 

   
 


